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in terms that vividly depict for us the life of a mediaeval
fair: "For great earthly covetise the people is wilfdly
more vexed and in bodily labour defouled than in other
festival days, as in pitching and making their booths and
stalls, bearing and carrying, lifting and placing their wares
outward and homeward, as though they did nothing re-
member the horrible defiling of their souls in buying and
selling, with many deceitful lies and false perjury, with
drunkenness and strifes, and so specially withdrawing
themselves and their servants from divine service ". As
early as the tenth century a vigorous effort was made to
prevent the holding of markets on Sundays. In the laws of
Edward and Guthrum (c. 921) it was enacted that if any
one presumed to engage in traffic on Sunday, he should
forfeit the chattel and a money penalty besides. Athelstan
(c. 925) ordained " that no marketings be on Sunday".
A later Witan apparently rescinded this (c. 929-939), but
subsequently in 1008 and 1014 it was again reiterated:
" Let Sunday's festival be rightly kept ", and " Let Sunday's
marketings be strictly forbidden"1. The laws of the
Northumbrian priests also forbade " Sunday marketing
and all gatherings of the people and all labour and travel-
ling "2. Legislation, however, was ineffectual in extirpating
a practice so deeply rooted; and in Domesday Book the
market of St. Germains in Cornwall is distinctly stated to
have been held on Sunday8. Neither the Norman Church
nor the Norman kings appear to have regarded Sunday
marketing with disapproval. The Conqueror conceded to the
monks of Battle a market every Sunday4; and in 1201 a
charter of Wells granted that there should be a free market
every Sunday " as there is now and is wont to be"5. In
the thirteenth century a renewed attempt was made to
compel the observance of the Sabbath. The abbot of
Flaix was sent by Innocent III. to England to put an end
to all buying and selling on Sundays, and for a time his
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